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the maritime cities which he freed from the
dominion of the Coele-Syrians, when he reduced
Judea within its proper bounds * j and about five
years afterwards, it is numbered among the
cities that were restored by Gabinius. " At
which time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod,
Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora;
Marissa also, and Gaza; and not a few others
besides. And as the men acted according to
Gabinius* s command, it came to pass, that at
this time these cities were securely inhabited;
which had been desolate for a long time.01
In its present condition, it is so far fallen from
its former consequence as scarcely to present by
its ruins an idea of its extent or strength, in its
original state, though it is not entirely desolate.
Its present inhabitants, perhaps five hundred in
number, are all Mohammedan, and are governed
by a sheikh, who received us at the khan, and
bade us enter. This building resembled the
cottage in which we had remained a night at the
village of Musshoor, before entering Accho;
being divided into four compartments by three
arcades, and having its flat roof covered by
boughs of trees plastered over on the top. We
*   * Josephus, Jewish War, 1. i. c. 7. s. 7.
f Josephus, Ant. Jud. I. xiv.  c, 5.   s* 3*
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